indeed, it is suspected that his indignation is fed by some personal grievance. St. Jerome is as safe a guide to other people's morals as we found St. Augustine to be on his own earlier years. Yet Mr. Dill contends that even the picture they give us is no worse than one could truthfully give of English society in the reigns of George n. and George in.1 Boissier thinks the time recalls the age of Trajan and Antonine.
In the first place, it must be observed that a great change had taken place in the condition of woman, the child, and the slave. I have already indicated that the paterfamilias had ceased to exercise a despotic authority in the home. Woman, it is true, had largely abused her new liberty—though there were fine ' pagan ' women, of the type of the wife of Prastextatus, as well as refined Christian women, at Rome in 384 ; but, regarded in principle, the change argued an important ethical modification in the Roman mind. The Due de Broglie has generously recognised
1 Roman Society in the last Century of the Western Empire, p. 123.